Mr. Gary S. Simmons
July 13, 1953 - July 24, 2019

Gary Scott Simmons, 66, of Columbus, passed away at 3:04 a.m. Wednesday, July 24,
2019 at Willow Crossing Health and Rehabilitation Center.
Gary was born July 13, 1953, in Columbus, Indiana, the son of Stan and Mary Amick
Simmons. On May 18, 1985, he married Christine Sowers.
Mr. Simmons is well remembered in the Boy Scout community where he started as a
Tenderfoot and eventually became a scout leader. Gary often talked about Columbus
Youth Camp and the fun he had swimming and fishing. He was also active in Asbury
Methodist MYF where he found friendships that lasted his lifetime. A few of those friends
helped him celebrate his birthday a couple of weeks ago while he was in Columbus
Regional Hospital. Gary took some of the skills he learned in Scouts with him when he
enlisted in the United States Air Force during the Vietnam conflict. Mr. Simmons served in
Guam and Grissom Air Force Base in Peru, Indiana as a pharmacy technician. After
leaving the air force, he used his knowledge of medications and became a registered
nurse. He was the first male O.B. nurse in Indianapolis and the local newspaper there
published an article about his accomplishment. Gary was a dedicated nurse.
He held several jobs over the years and all of them were within the health care profession.
Gary’s last position was with Silver Oaks Health Care Campus. While employed there, he
served people in the last stage of their life with the same compassion he did throughout
his entire career. He will be sadly missed by family and friends that knew him.
Survivors include his wife of 34 years, Christine; brothers, Mark (Linda) Simmons, Greg
(Lana) Simmons, Brian (Cathy) Simmons; nephews, Jason and Matt; eleven grand-nieces
and grand-nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents and nephew, Brandon in 1997.
In keeping with the family’s wishes, cremation will take place and there are no services
planned at this time.
Memorial contributions may be made to a charity of one’s choice.
Online condolences and special memories may be shared with Gary’s family at
barkesweaverglick.com.
Arrangements were entrusted to Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral Home.

Comments

“

I knew all the Simmons family from the very beginnings of Asbury United Methodist
Church, but I was closest in age to Gary. I have so many fond memories of activities
as children and youth together. More recently I met Gary once again as an excellent
nurse to my parents in their final years. I represent the Linder family in expressing
sympathy to his wife and brothers, and know the rest of my family ( Ed, Faye and
Becky) have already joined with the heavenly throng to welcome Gary to heaven.
God bless and comfort you all!
Claudia Linder Schneider
Hanover, Indiana

Claudia Linder Schneider - July 26 at 05:00 PM

“

Chris, I am so sorry to hear of Gary's passing. I remember working with Gary at
Koala Hospital. He was a great guy. He was so tall with lots of curly dark hair back
then!
Susan Crusinberry

Susan Crusinberry - July 26 at 12:13 PM

“

I worked with both Gary and Chris at Administar. Gary and Chris are wonderfully
sweet people. I am so very sorry for your loss Chris. Sending prayers to the family.

Lisa Starnes Fields - July 26 at 08:29 AM

“

Remembering a great nurse and friend whom I met at Administar/Champus & later
had the privilege of working with him at Silver Oaks. Always pleasant and kind!
Prayers to you Chris and the family during this difficult time.

Donna Branom Wallace - July 25 at 07:56 PM

