Mrs. Jan S. Wagner
February 7, 1948 - January 27, 2020

Jan (Rooks) Wagner, of The Villages, Florida and formerly of Columbus, Indiana passed
away unexpectedly on Monday, January 27, 2020 at Leesburg Regional Medical Center in
Leesburg, Florida at the age of 71.
Jan was born in Williamsville, Illinois on February 7, 1948 to the late Raymond Rooks and
Velma Rooks. She was a graduate of Columbus High School where she met her soul
mate, John Wagner. John and Jan were married on August 25, 1968. They recently
celebrated their 51st wedding anniversary.
She spent the first year of their marriage in El Paso, Texas while John finished his last
year of college. They returned to Indiana in 1969 where she worked for Irwin
Management. She then became a personal accountant for a Columbus family that allowed
her to work from home so she could be with her two daughters. Also, early in her career,
Jan started a fitness business with a childhood friend teaching aerobic classes for several
years. Later in life, she discovered a passion for art and began attending classes where
she learned to paint on her own.
Jan was active in her girls’ school activities including being a room mom, cheerleading
sponsor and organized other school functions. She also supported the girls with their
after-school activities such as gymnastics, cheer, swimming and dance.
After spending 30 years in the Columbus, Indiana area, they decided to start a new
chapter and moved to Phoenix, Arizona. After 7 years, John took a new position in
Houston, Texas. Finally, for the last 2 years, they have resided in The Villages, Florida.
Jan was known to make friendships wherever she went. Whether that be the store clerk at
her favorite retail store, hair salon, doctor’s office or with those in her neighborhood or
town. Jan was proud of her family and it would be common that complete strangers would
know details of her family before their conversation ended. Friendship was an important
part of her life whether it was the Gourmet Group in Indiana or the Supper Club in
Houston. She treasured friendships regardless of what state she was in.
Nothing brought Jan more joy than her family. She enjoyed hosting events at their home
for family and friends especially in the summer around the pool. She will be greatly missed
by all those that knew her.
Jan is preceded in death by her father Raymond Rooks. Survivors, in addition to her

husband, John include: her mother, Velma Rooks, her two daughters, Jill (Todd) Adams
and Jayna (Brad) Brooks and four granddaughters, Madeline and Kelsey Adams and
Laney and Shelby Brooks, her siblings Ray (Diane) Rooks, Jim (Nancy) Rooks and Cathy
(Brian) Simmons as well as many aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews.
The funeral will be conducted at 10:00 a.m. Monday at Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral
Home on Washington Street with Brother Jimmie McGaha officiating.
Family and friends may call from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday and 9:00 a.m. to time of
service Monday at the funeral home.
Burial will be at Rest Haven Cemetery.
In Lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to Riley Children’s Hospital, Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation or Arthritis Foundation.
Online condolences and special memories may be shared with the Wagner family at
barkesweaverglick.com
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Comments

“

Our deepest condolences to the Wagner and Rooks families. Jan will be sorely
missed by all, including her friends here in Houston Texas.
Sonia & Jeff

jeff & Sonia Weiner - February 04 at 01:01 PM

“

Dearest John and family- Gary and I just learned of Jan's passing. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you all. We will always hold our Houston Supper Club memories
with our beautiful Jan dear in our hearts. She will be greatly missed.
With love,
Joy & Gary

Joy Noble - February 03 at 10:43 PM

“

We want to give the Rooks and Wagner families are heartfelt sympathy for the loss of
Jan. Our family is the one she worked for and she felt to us more like an like an
extension of the family. From helping to arrange large family trips to every day
financial logistics her thoughtfulness, thoroughness, intelligence and skill were
always obvious. She was such an important part of our lives! Although she was
George and Elizabeth's employee, she felt more like a helpful friend to us. We are
very sad she passed at such a young age and so suddenly. Our hearts go out to the
families and all those who knew and cared for her. She was a remarkable woman
and we feel privileged to have known her. Sending loving thoughts, Kim SayersNewlin and Bill Newlin

Kim Sayers-Newlin - February 03 at 12:33 PM

“

Dear John, Jill, Jayna and family, I am so sorry to hear that your beautiful wife and
mother passed away much too soon. I have always enjoyed talking with her
whenever I would see her. She was always so happy, fun and excited about life!
Mom and I won't be able to come as Mom (Eileen) has been sick since about the end
of October. She was in the hospital for 6 days at the end of December and then went
to Silver Oaks for some rehab. She just got home yesterday and is still not feeling
real great. I am hoping she recovers soon. We will be keeping you all in our thoughts
and prayers as you go through the difficult days ahead. Sending our love, Marilyn
Achterberg and Eileen Frazier

Marilyn - February 02 at 07:42 PM

“

My most sincere condolences to Jan’s husband , mother and siblings in the loss of
their loved one. May God give you the comfort and peace that you need at this time .

Linda McGaha - February 02 at 06:50 PM

“

Linda McGaha lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner

Linda McGaha - February 02 at 06:45 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner.

February 02 at 10:56 AM

“

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner.

February 01 at 09:29 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner.

January 31 at 04:24 PM

“

Joyful Memory was purchased for the family of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner.

January 31 at 03:53 PM

“

I remember going to school with Jan and driving her and another friend to school and
even to where she worked along with two other friend when we were all in programs
at school which permitted us to get out of school early to go to work.
We are so sorry about your loss. You are all in our thoughts and prayers.

Gina Chapple - January 31 at 08:46 AM

“

My memories of Jan is going out to lunch and shopping with Ann and Mary. Jan's
birthday is two days before mine and we always talked about being birthday sisters. I
missed her and John when they moved from Texas to Florida, but understood why
she moved. I will miss her terribly.
Daniellia Pilon( Danny to Jan)

Daniellia Pilon - January 30 at 07:49 PM

“

Jan and I went to school together. We graduated in 1966. I knew Jan an outgoing
and fun person. She was so very personable. Her beautiful daughter Jill, certainly
takes after her mother. Jan and John sent Jill with my husband and me on our
chaperoned trips of Gene's Spanish classes to Mexico. They were both such a very
great support system to us and it was clear from the time our planning began, that
she loved her daughters so dearly. Jill knows that she still has a special place in our
hearts.
I have also had the opportunity to know and work with Jan's sister, Cathy. Such a
great family!
I was deeply saddened to read about Jan's passing. I will be thinking of this family,
just as I have never stopped having fond thoughts of them. We love you Jill and will
be praying for you. Peace be with you and may your dear mother rest in peace.
Paulette Foldenauer

Paulette Sue Foldenauer - January 30 at 06:48 PM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner.

January 30 at 05:14 PM

“

David & Jody Brockman And Family lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner

David & Jody Brockman and family - January 30 at 04:58 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner.

January 30 at 04:21 PM

“

Dear John and family,
Al and I are very sorry for your loss. We pray for God to give you peace and comfort
always. Jan never met a stranger, that spoke highly of her beautiful heart. I certainly
am proud to call her my friend.
Love to all,
Al and Linda McDaniel

Linda McDaniel - January 30 at 03:38 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Ann Jones - January 30 at 02:48 PM

“

3 files added to the album Memories Album

Ann Jones - January 30 at 02:11 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner.

January 30 at 01:17 PM

“

MaryEttaStearns lit a candle in memory of Mrs. Jan S. Wagner

MaryEttaStearns - January 30 at 12:42 PM

“

My husband John (deceased ) and I lived next door to Jan and family for 10 years on
Sandpiper Ln .in Columbus,IN . Our children grew up together going to Parkside, Northside
and North . Great parties with friends where food and fun were plentiful for all . So many
great memories ! My heart goes out to John, Jill, Jayna and their families . She will be
missed .
Sandy - February 02 at 09:18 AM

