Mrs. Janet Lynn Stephenson
September 13, 1953 - October 24, 2019

Janet Lynn (Brown) Stephenson, 66, of Columbus, Indiana, passed away on Thursday,
October 24th, joining her son Matthew Stephenson (who she adored beyond measure),
her niece Katie Brown, her father and mother (Richard Brown and Betty Chaney), and her
grandparents (Mary and Donald Cooper). Janet was the kind of star who could have lit up
the silver screen but chose to light up our lives instead.
Janet was born on September 13th, 1953 in South Bend, Indiana and raised in Lebanon,
Indiana, where she graduated from Lebanon High School in 1971. She is survived by her
siblings: Bonnie (Chip) Spelman of Cicero, IN; Lisa (Tom) Garoffolo of Lebanon, IN; and
Mark (AJ) Brown of Raleigh, NC. The four formed a tight bond that, to this day, endures.
During Janet’s final week, in hospice care, her siblings filled the room with laughter,
sharing stories of colorful relatives, motorcycle foibles, and low-budget wedding gifts.
In Lebanon, Janet met Glen (Kieth) Stephenson, her husband of 48 years and, as she
often said, the love of her life. They supported each other through child-rearing, home
remodels, Caribbean cruises, loss, long parties, and an even longer illness.
Janet is also survived by her daughter, Melissa Stephenson, and her grandchildren, Sayer
and Hadley Henderson.
Janet’s spirit will live on through the many people who loved her. Some knew her as
“Dammit Janet” (a moniker cribbed from The Rocky Horror Picture Show). Others knew
her as Mrs. Stephenson from over thirty years spent working for BCSC, first as a library
aid at Northside Middle School, and later as an advisor for senior projects at Columbus
North High School.
The things she loved, she loved fiercely: Christmas, a good weekly manicure, angels,
wallpaper, leopard print anything, music, movies, and pug dogs (both real and replicated).
The people she loved, she loved with unwaivering devotion. She always kept extra
presents under the tree just in case. She enjoyed hosting more than anything. You
couldn’t sit down without a receiving hug, a beverage, and a mini-quiche from Sam’s Club
while she settled in to listen your troubles and delights.
Delight is, perhaps, the best last word for Janet. She delighted in others and gave that
delight back to us. Shakespeare posed the question, “To move wild laughter in the throat
of death? It cannot be.” But it can. That’s what she did. What a gift.

In keeping with the family’s wishes, cremation has taken place. The memorial service for
Janet will be conducted at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, November 2, 2019 at Barkes, Weaver &
Glick Funeral Home on Washington Street with Rev. Dr. Felipe Martinez officiating.
Visitation will be from 12:30 p.m. until the time of service Saturday at the funeral home.
Memorial contributions may be made to Our Hospice of South Central Indiana.
Online condolences and special memories may be shared with Janet’s family at
barkesweaverglick.com.

Events
NOV
2

Visitation

12:30PM - 02:30PM

Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral Homes and Crematory - Washington St.
1029 Washington Street, Columbus, IN, US, 47201

NOV
2

Memorial Service

02:30PM

Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral Homes and Crematory - Washington St.
1029 Washington Street, Columbus, IN, US, 47201

Comments

“

To Bonnie, Lisa and Mark, my thoughts and prayers for you all in the passing of your
sister,
Janet.
I have so many great memories of Janet and all of the Northfield neighbor hood gang
growing up- the walks to school, playing slips in the evening, hanging out at each
other’s house and spending the night with Janet (even though Bingo had to sleep
with us). Janet loved her friends and loved bringing some spice to all of us. She
always brought a smile to all.
I am sorry that I cannot be there tomorrow as I have a previous family commitment. I
will be thinking of you all and will miss all the great stories. Prayers, Love ,and Hugs.
Barbara Recher Bowen

Barbara Recher Bowen - November 01 at 07:03 PM

“

Dear Keith, Bonnie, Lisa and Mark,
It is with mixed emotions that I consider Janet's passing. On the one hand, she had
suffered so much for so long; on the other, a bright light has been moved out of our
world and to the next. Though it's been many years (albeit it seems like just the other
day), we enjoyed some good times, wonderful times. She will always have a special
place in my heart. Indeed, so do all of you. Overall, I'd have to say that I'm pretty sad,
and will be mourning Janet's absence as long as my memory holds out. Unique
though she was, I am thankful that part of Janet lives on; within you all, her daughter,
the rest of the family, and all of us who loved her. Love you all, and may the peace
that passes all understanding rest upon you.
Bill Brannon

Bill Brannon - November 01 at 02:44 PM

“

Janet was a true friend. We had many fun times together! We listened to and
supported each other. Although, we’ve lived far apart since graduation we stayed in
touch. I will miss her! I’ll always remember her smiles and laughs, our talks, and our
times together. My thoughts are with her loved ones.
Cathy Cox Weaver

Cathy Weaver - October 31 at 08:33 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Mrs. Janet Lynn
Stephenson.

October 30 at 05:16 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to your family. I did not have the pleasure of meeting Mrs.
Stephenson but felt almost as if I had by reading this lovely obituary tribute. What a
gift she has been to those who shared life with her, what an imprint she made on
many lives. This is truly one of the most personalized and honorable memorials I've
read. She was greatly blessed to have you in her life!

Kathy J Sanders - October 30 at 09:42 AM

“

Bonnie, LIsa, Mark...words cannot convey my sorrow at hearing of Janet's passing.
I am sorry I never knew her as an adult. I would have so liked to have. And I thought
of her often over the years.
Of course my memories of her are from early childhood. You girls and Libby Day
were our first playmates. Such fond memories of days gone by as Northfield kids. I
remember that much of that activity centered at your yard. I remember playing
barbies with Janet, creature of the black lagoon, Wizard of Oz (we argued over who
got to be witch). Games of tag and tormenting Lisa and Joyce.
I have no doubt she was a wonderful woman. I pray God's eternal light shine up her
soul and that she may rest in peace.
Praying for you guys too. "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted."

Janet Petsch - October 28 at 11:06 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mrs. Janet Lynn Stephenson.

October 27 at 09:03 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Janet's passing. I haven't seen her in years but have great
memories of her growing up in my classes though 13 years of school. She was in my
Brownie Scouts troop and Girl Scouts too. The graduating class of Lebanon High
School in 1971 will always have fond memories of her and will miss her at reunions.
My prayers go out to her family during this time of loss. Prayers that they will be
comforted that she is at peace.
Cindy Lu (Ping) Holmes, Thorntown, IN

Cindy Lu (Ping) Holmes - October 25 at 06:59 PM

