Mr. Robert Lee Spurgin
August 13, 1923 - July 25, 2019

Robert Lee Spurgin, 95, of Columbus, died on Thursday, July 25, 2019 at American
Village in Indianapolis.
Born to the late William and Dorothy Spurgin in Columbus, IN, on August 13, 1923, Robert
was the youngest of two children. He is preceded in death by his older sister, Faye, and
his beloved wife and best friend of 69 years, Phyllis (Torrenga) Spurgin. He leaves his
daughter, Judy (Ted) Reasoner; two granddaughters, Kelly Reasoner and Katee (Bradley)
Schrage; four great-grandchildren, Andrew Herbertz and Luke, Norah, and Hadley
Schrage; a niece, Linda (Kevin) Monroe,and many friends. Everyone that Mr. Spurgin met
became an instant and life-long friend to him.
During World War II, Mr. Spurgin served his country overseas and became classified as a
sharpshooter. He earned an EAME Theater Ribbon with four Bronze Stars. In 2016, Mr.
Spurgin was a guest on the Honor Flight to Washington D.C.
After his honorable discharge from the United States Army, Mr. Spurgin returned home to
marry his beloved bride. Mr. Spurgin worked at Columbus First National Bank for forty-two
years. He remained an active member of the Nugent and Custer Foundations until his
death and previously served the Columbus City Park Department Board In his early years
after WWII, Mr. Spurgin would also have an annual Christmas Tree Farm Business in
Brown County, IN.
Mr. Spurgin enjoyed golfing until he was well into his 80’s. He also enjoyed his daily walks
and bike rides. Mr. Spurgin would wave to every person he saw as he walked his dog
around the block. When he was at home, Mr. Spurgin enjoyed spending time in his garden
growing flowers and tomatoes. He also loved watching birds and had many bird feeders
outside of multiple windows.
Mr. Spurgin’s funeral will be conducted at 11:00a.m. on Saturday, August 3, at Barkes,
Weaver & Glick Funeral Home on Washington Street with Tyler Tolbert officiating. Family
and friends may gather for visitation from 4:00 to 7:00p.m. on Friday evening, August 2
and also from 10:00a.m. till time of service Saturday. Entombment will be at Garland
Brook Mausoleum.
Memorial contributions may be given to Alzheimer’s Association or St. Luke’s United
Methodist Church ℅ Kevin Davis/Visitation Team 100 West 86th Street, Indianapolis,

Indiana 46260.
Online condolences and special memories may be shared with the Spurgin family at
barkeweaverglick.com.
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Comments

“

We will always remember when Mr. Bob returned to the airport after he went on his
HONOR FLIGHT TO WASHINGTON DC....as a WWII VETERAN, a proud moment
for him and thank you Mr. Bob for letting us be part of it.
Pan & Clyde

pam smatlak - August 04, 2019 at 02:26 PM

“

In 1976 Mr. Spurgin hired me as a teller at the Taylor Road branch of First National
Bank. I was young and ready to be involved in the business world. It was at that
branch bank, now Ko's Martial Arts, that I met my future husband, Brent Rhoades.
Brent was the nephew of Dr. Henry, "Hank" and Jane McCullough. It was through
that relationship that I learned of the long time friendship of Bob and Hank. I believe
they met in high school and they, along with their wives, Phyllis and Jane, remained
good friends until their passing. We heard many stories about Bob and Phyllis and
how they enjoyed each others company over the years. All of those stories included
fond memories and laughter that close friends share. After the passing of Brent, I
later remarried and again was connected to The Spurgin's through my in-laws, Jack
and Bev Snider. They enjoyed time together in Naples, Florida in the winter and had
many a golf game. Again, a friendship was established and enjoyed for many years.
Mr. and Mrs. Spurgin were wonderful, caring people and made an impression in my
life. I will always remember their quick smiles and genuine concern for friends and
family. They will both be missed but not forgotten. Pennie Rhoades-Snider

Pennie Rhoades-Snider - August 03, 2019 at 08:52 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Mr. Robert Lee Spurgin.

August 01, 2019 at 12:51 PM

“

In 1960, Bob hired me in my first banking job with FNB. I have always been grateful
to Bob as well as the other bank officers Francis Overstreet, Wayne Davis, Granville
Hayworth and Tommie Muller for the opportunity they provided me. FNB provided me
a great foundation for my own banking career spanning some 40 plus years. In
retrospect, I know Bob, and the other officers, exercised a great deal of patience with

a young 19 year old. Rest In Peace, Bob, thank you for the employment opportunity
as well as your service to our Country.
Jere Kim Casner - July 31, 2019 at 01:00 PM

“

First met Mr Spurgin at Naples Estates in Florida where he would spend his winters. I
would pass him each day as he was on his daily walks. Always a ready smile and an
encouraging word quickly endeared me to this fine man. Obviously a true patriot and
upstanding citizen. I have lost the privilege of our daily encounters but heaven has
gained an outstanding man. God Bless.

Lee Linton - July 29, 2019 at 09:30 AM

“

Memories of our "group" at Naples Estates enjoying coffee and doughnuts with the
company of Bob. Seeing Bob drive up in his golf cart, his smile and the best persona
ever, he as well as his friends always looked forward to our morning get together.
Bob will be missed but we all know he's in a better place with his true love.
R.I.P....our Friend

Bob Dumais - July 29, 2019 at 08:16 AM

