Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley
March 5, 1943 - March 1, 2019

Rosemary Kirts Owsley was born to Ruth V. Kirts and Albert J. Kirts in Columbus, Indiana
on March 5, 1943.
She went to Columbus High School and then to Huffer’s Beauty School while working at
Shopper’s Fair, later she studied computer science at IUPUI in Columbus. She retired
from Cummins Engine Company after 35 years.
Surviving are her daughter, Cheryl Owsley-Jackson, and her grandchildren, Charles
(Chase) Jackson, Chaley Rose Jackson and Logan Andre Owsley, Dustin Freese,
granddaughter-in-law Vanessa Shipley, great-granddaughter, River Rose Jackson, her
sisters Evelyn Frazer and Betty Arthur, a close sister-in-law, Nancy Kirts; and former
husband and friend, Raymond Pennybaker.
Her son, Cary Andre Owsley, great grandson Riley Jones Owsley, her parents and her
brother, John Kirts, preceded her in death.
She was known as Rosie Kirts in her youth and known for being stylish and impeccable
dressed throughout her life. One classmate wrote in her yearbook, “You always look so
pretty in your brightly colored mohair sweaters.”
She will be forever known as a woman who lived her life her way. Having biracial children
in the 1960s set her on a path of fighting the issues of racism and injustice with tenacity
and bravery. She would continue this fight until her dying breath.
When her children were young, Rosemary was known to come quickly and boldly to their
defense when prejudice interfered with their lives, addressing educators and authorities,
even writing a letter to the editor in defense of her then teenage son, Cary. She has also
protested, rallied and marched in the streets for justice for Cary since his shooting death in
2013.
Rose was very social and has always had a large circle of diverse friends. She loved to
cook and invite them over for dinner, dessert or tamale-making. For many years Rose
cooked a traditional Sunday dinner for a large group of family and friends.
Rose will be remembered for her laugh. She loved to laugh and was a great storyteller.
She adored her grandchildren. In their grade-school years she had them over most Friday
nights for TV watching and homemade snacks. Her daily presence in their lives was
affirming.

At different times in her life she loved gardening and canning, pottery-making, decorating
and fashion. She also loved animals and always had a dog. Her dog, Molly, will miss her.
Rose was a Christian and a student of the Bible. She didn’t fear death, “If I die I will just
wake up in heaven.”
Funeral services will be held on Tuesday at 11:00 A.M. at Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral
Home on Jonathan Moore Pike with Rev. Tony McClendon officiating.
Family and friends may call from 9:00 A.M. to time of service at the funeral home.
Burial will follow at Garland Brook Cemetery. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may
be given to the American Kidney Foundation.
Online condolences and special memories may be shared with the Owsley family and
barkesweaverglick.com.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral Homes and Crematory - March 05 at 07:57 AM

“

Dear Cheryl, My heart goes out to you and all of your family as we mourn your
beloved mothers death. Her celebration as she joins your dear brother for eternity is
breathtaking. They are at peace in the arms of each other..
What we have once enjoyed deeply we can never lose. All that we love deeply
becomes a part of us. -Helen Keller
You are one of my first friends and I will cherish our bond forever.

Lisa Elifritz - March 05 at 01:00 PM

“

Dear Cheryl and family, my thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult
time. I'm so sorry for your loss.

Maria Corrigan - March 05 at 09:42 AM

“

Lisa Meek lit a candle in memory of Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley

Lisa Meek - March 05 at 07:59 AM

“

Dear Cheryl,
My heart and prayers go out to you and your family. You are so blessed to have such
an incredible, loving mother to show you how to live and navigate this world. Her
heart, her passion to make the world safe for all of you, and her love for Jesus are
amazing gifts. May the Lord hug you all and may you all rest in His arms. I am so
sorry that you are all going through this pain. We are here for you. I will contribute to
the Kidney Foundation in her name. I hope it comforts you to know that her work and
her life live through you and she is eternally in heaven with your brother. Sending lots
of love and God's blessings,
Marsha Della Giustina

Marsha Della Giustina - March 04 at 10:31 PM

“

Dearest Cheryl: My deepest sympathy to you and your family in your loss of
Rosemary. (It seems like she wouldn't mind my calling her Rosemary). What a rich
life she had and she sounds charming and loving. I will make a contribution to the
Kidney Foundation in her memory. I hope it is at least a little comfort to know that
others care. Love to you all.
Carole Simpson.

Carole Simpson - March 04 at 04:52 PM

“

Janetta Owsley lit a candle in memory of Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley

Janetta Owsley - March 04 at 03:21 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley.

March 04 at 03:18 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley.

March 04 at 07:07 AM

“

Sandra Newmann lit a candle in memory of Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley

Sandra Newmann - March 03 at 12:51 PM

“

My special memories of Rose began with my baptism. You all celebrated that day
with me and truly helped me understand the power of God's love. It didn't stop there.
Rose mentored me and continued with bible studies, conversation and ongoing
support. I am so blessed to have had her in my life and in my corner! I love your
family and am saddened for your loss! Stay uplifted. I know we want her with us but it
was her time to fly away home to be with The Father.

Lula Young - March 03 at 10:03 AM

“

How beautiful, Lula. :)
Lisa Elifritz - March 05 at 01:02 PM

“

Marilyn lit a candle in memory of Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley

Marilyn - March 03 at 12:27 AM

“

I will miss you so much Rose, especially your smile and laughter. Love you sweetie.

Marilyn - March 03 at 12:27 AM

“

Mary Hargitt lit a candle in memory of Ms. Rosemary Kirts Owsley

Mary Hargitt - March 02 at 10:48 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Thinking of you.

Jennifer Melton - March 02 at 09:47 PM

