Stephen P. Champion M.D.
April 9, 1961 - April 23, 2020

Stephen P. Champion, MD, age 59, died peacefully and surrounded by family at home on
April 23, 2020 following a long battle with colorectal cancer.
Dr. Champion was born April 9, 1961 in Delaware, Ohio to E. Lynn and Carolyn
Champion. After meeting at DePauw University and Operation Life, he married Melanie D.
Owen in 1983.
He graduated Summa Cum Laude from DePauw University in 1983 as a member of Phi
Beta Kappa, and from IU School of Medicine in 1987 as a member of Alpha Omega Alpha
Medical Society. He completed his Emergency Medicine Residency at Methodist Hospital
(Indianapolis) in 1990, where he was Chief Resident.
Dr. Champion joined Emergency Physicians Incorporated of Columbus (EPIC) at
Columbus Regional Hospital (CRH) in 1994 as an Emergency Physician and practiced as
a partner with the group until 2014. He served as Medical Director of Information Services
during this same time. Following his retirement from Emergency Medicine, he became the
full time Director of System Medical Informatics for CRH until his death.
Dr. Champion was a Fellow of the American College of Emergency Physicians and a past
president of the Indiana Chapter. He was an inaugural Fellow of the American Medical
Informatics Association and a charter member of the Association of Medical Directors of
Information Services.
In 2012, Dr. Champion was appointed by then-governor Daniels as a member of the
Indiana Emergency Medical Services Commission, representing Indiana Emergency
Medicine Physicians statewide. He was reappointed to the Commission by then-governor
Pence in 2016 and continued to serve as a Commissioner until the time of his death.
He enjoyed woodworking, astronomy, and tennis. He was a voracious reader, loved
tinkering with computers, and shared his love of music, puzzles, hiking, and the outdoors
with his family. Vacations to northern Michigan made for wonderful memories, and he was
known for his sense of humor and his bottomless knowledge of TV and movie quotes and
factoids.
Dr. Champion is survived by his wife, Melanie; four children, Jacob (Stacey) of Troutdale,
OR, Joshua of Madison, WI, Lauren of Columbus, IN, and Miranda of Columbus, OH; one
grandson, Aidan Champion; his mother and stepfather, Carolyn and Robert Glazier of

Greenfield, IN; his stepmother, Judith Champion, of Indianapolis, IN; his stepsisters,
Heather (Mark) Urschel of Indianapolis, IN and Juli (Michael) Carter of Carmel, IN; his
stepbrother, Mark (Leann) Glazier of Greenfield, IN; and his “brothers”, Mike Kelley and
Brad Elrod. He was preceded in death by his father, E. Lynn Champion, and his
stepbrother, Craig Glazier.
In keeping with his wishes, only private services for the immediate family will take place.
Contributions, if desired, should be directed to the Cancer Center at Columbus Regional
Health. Dr. Champion and his family would like to thank everyone in the CRH Cancer
Center for eight years of excellent individualized local cancer care, with special thanks to
Dr. Stephanie Wagner for her expertise and sincere compassion.
Services were entrusted to Barkes, Weaver & Glick Funeral Home.
Online condolences and special memories may be shared with the Champion family at
barkesweaverglick.com.

Comments

“

Dear Melanie and family, my heart and prayers go out to you all! I’m so sorry for your
loss but I know God can help you through this difficult time as He has done for me in
the loss of Rahul. I will continue to keep you in my prayers. - Susan Dewan

Susan Dewan - May 04 at 12:17 PM

“

Deepak Jasuja, and Ritu Rohatgi purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family
of Stephen P. Champion M.D..

Deepak Jasuja, and Ritu Rohatgi - April 30 at 01:36 PM

“

Patient Family Advisory Council Ruth,Jessica,Sandy purchased the Basket Full of
Wishes for the family of Stephen P. Champion M.D..

Patient Family Advisory Council Ruth,Jessica,Sandy - April 30 at 10:44 AM

“

What a wonderful person to have met and worked with for the past year in the
Cancer Center at CRH. His grace, kindness and appreciation was apparent always!
Thinking of you all during this time of great loss. Jan Pazar RN

jan - April 30 at 10:43 AM

“

I worked with and around Dr. Champion for over 20 years that I have been at
Columbus Regional Hospital. He was always a joy to be around. He made the rooms
and hallways a brighter and better place when he was around. I send my deepest
sympathy to the family, and my thoughts and prayers are for a comfort and peace to
surround the family during this time.

Brian Hagan
Brian Hagan - April 30 at 09:12 AM

“

Terri Rogier lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Terri Rogier - April 30 at 08:52 AM

“

Donna Hill lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Donna Hill - April 30 at 08:50 AM

“

Stacey Cravens lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Stacey Cravens - April 30 at 06:50 AM

“

Dear Melanie and family,
I was so sad to hear of Steve’s passing. Our paths have crossed throughout the
years, through hospital and school functions, but what has always remained with me

was his care for my husband, Gordon, after suffering a sudden cardiac arrest in
2011. Steve was in the ER that evening, and I have always considered him
instrumental in saving Gordon's life. A couple days later, Steve came up to the ICU,
where Gordon laid in a coma. He said, "Hi, Gordon", and Gordon turned his head
towards him, that being the first time he was responsive since the arrest.
Know that the kids and I are thinking of all of you. May your love and memories help
you through this difficult time.
In deepest sympathy,
Annalee Huey
Annalee Huey - April 27 at 03:31 PM

“

Steve gave a lot to our community. The year we had the terrible flood that destroyed
the Hospital and Columbus East High School, Steve was working for the Emergency
Room (flooded) & heading up the Hospital IT department, AND on the School Board.
The leadership that Steve provided rebuilt this town's major institutions. We have lost
not only a good man, but a strong quiet leader.

Dave Woerner - April 27 at 11:29 AM

“

To all the family of Dr. Steve Champion, M.D., I worked with Steve in the E.D. for a
few years and enjoyed our time together. Our Son, Gregory Maupin, graduated from
Depauw University the same year. He has passed earlier. In this time of sadness, I
want to express how grateful I feel to have known Steve. I'm so pleased that our
paths crossed. My deepest sympathies are with you all. (I also worked with Elsie)
Best wishes in your days ahead. Judy Maupin, R.N.

Judy Maupin - April 27 at 11:04 AM

“

Kristen Ernsting lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Kristen Ernsting - April 26 at 08:13 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Stephen P. Champion M.D..

April 26 at 02:17 PM

“

Dearest Melanie and family,
I was so deeply saddened to learn of Steve's passing. For reasons I cannot explain,
the two of you have come into the forefront of my thoughts so frequently over the
past few months, I had made it a must to reach out in the coming weeks to arrange a
long overdue reunion with my cherished friends. Steve's larger-than-life presence,
his brilliance, his laugh and impeccably timed humor, his ingenious solo (and
collaborative) pranks and his deep love for you have always, and continue to bring
smiles to my face and joy to my heart. He will be missed tremendously. I am grateful
and honored to have shared the close bonds and friendship with you and Steve in
our closely knit little "OL" family during and after our years at DePauw. I love you and
miss you, and await making new memories with my dear friend. You and yours are in
my warmest thoughts and prayers.
Much love and endless hugs,
Julie Cartmel

Julianne Cartmel, JD - April 26 at 09:41 AM

“

What a Heavenly reunion! Aunt Elsie, Uncle Paul, and Lynn welcomed Steve Home
with loving arms. Prayers to the family during this difficult time

Diane Timbrook - April 25 at 11:21 PM

“

Dear Melanie and family,
I was so saddened to see Steve’s passing.. we will be praying for comfort and peace
for you and your family. I remember how fondly your Mother and Dad were of him.
We will always cherish your family.
Love,
Jeannie and Robert Correll

Jeannie and Robert Correll - April 25 at 09:31 PM

“

Ruth Tsuria lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Ruth Tsuria - April 25 at 06:16 PM

“

Diane Jacobs lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Diane Jacobs - April 25 at 05:54 PM

“

Emergency Physicians Inc. Columbus purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket
for the family of Stephen P. Champion M.D..

Emergency Physicians Inc. Columbus - April 25 at 05:24 PM

“

Melanie, Rolf and I were privileged to know and work with Steve for so many years.
Please reach out to me if I can help you in any ways. My thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family.
Donna Darcy

donnamarie darcy-loescher - April 25 at 04:10 PM

“

Belinda George lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Belinda George - April 25 at 02:17 PM

“

Ashley Gasper lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Ashley Gasper - April 25 at 10:42 AM

“

Steve served as one of our Chief Residents during my first year as the EM Program
Director there (1989-1990). He was a talented and dedicated EM physician even
then. I loved hie wry sense of humor. I always enjoyed catching up with him at IN
ACEP and alumni events.
Carey Chisholm

carey chisholm - April 25 at 10:38 AM

“

“

I am so saddened to hear this. I remember Steve well from his training at Methodist
"back in the day.". Always a pleasure to work with, always laughing and a smile on
his face. May God's peace be with you.

THOMAS A RICHARDSON - April 25 at 10:34 AM

“

I had the privilege to attend college and do my EM residency with Steve. I worked
with Melanie and Steve at Operation Life. I fondly remember the pranks and how
much fun we had learning together, struggling together and just living life together. A
very special man indeed. A great doctor and leader. Melanie, my heart felt
condolences. My heart aches wide to Steve leaving us so soon. May he shine is
wonderful soul upon us all from above. Godspeed my old friend!
Rick Barney

Rick Barney MD - April 25 at 10:28 AM

“

So sad to hear of Steve’s passing. As partners, we worked many stressful hours
together in the ER over an 18 year period.He was a wonderful clinician with a very
mischievous wit. The nurses will remember some of his classic pranks. Being a
fellow DePauw graduate, we had a special kinship. He was one of a kind and will
missed by many. Dr. David Gregory

david gregory - April 25 at 09:06 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Dr. Champion's family.

Randy Gratz - April 25 at 08:14 AM

“

DELORIS SWANGO lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

DELORIS SWANGO - April 25 at 07:25 AM

“

I'm very saddened by this. I worked with Dr. Champion in the IS Department. He was
funny and great to work with. I enjoyed going to CHC with him and others in 2015.

Cole Yarbor - April 24 at 11:53 PM

“

i had the honor to work with Dr. Champion at CRH. i was a respiratory therapist
there.Dr. Champion was always kind , easy going and respectful of all. he awalys
made us laugh and had a way of keeping things light even after some very hard
shiifts. i remember one particular slow night he put on his roller skates and skated
thru the halls just to liven everyone up. He was a very intelligent kind man. my
condolences to you the family for the loss of such a great man. Gods blessings to
you all

tammy d lawson - April 24 at 10:30 PM

“

Great physician great to work with

karol wheeler - April 24 at 10:05 PM

“

I had the pleasure of caring for Dr. Champion at the cancer center. Speaking for all of
us at the Cancer Center, we will miss him so much. He was a beautiful soul and we
will never forget him. Your family will be in my thoughts and prayers during this
difficult time.

Kaylee Barger - April 24 at 09:30 PM

“

So very sad to hear of Steve's passing. I was a partner with Emergency Physicians
of Columbus for 11 years and Steve was a wonderful partner and friend. On occasion
I would call Melanie while I was working with Steve and joke with that her she
needed to come pick him up because he was misbehaving! He was a blast to work
with. He was a brilliant physician. He had a sharp wit and supportive and kind
personality. I remember how proud he was of his children and how sweetly he loved
Melanie. The medical world has lost a wonderful colleague and the world has lost a
wonderful man. Peace to his family. Love Kristy Ward

Kristy Ward - April 24 at 07:54 PM

“

Jacob, Stacey, Aiden, Melanie and family: Please accept our deepest sympathy for
the loss of your father, husband, grandfather and brother. May his memory live on in
your hearts forever.
Most sincerely, Ken and Rhonda Davis

Ken Davis - April 24 at 06:50 PM

“

A mischievous smile but all business supporting patients and physician needs - will
miss our coworker - prayers of support to family at this difficult time.

Kathy Sanders - April 24 at 06:06 PM

“

Pamela Cook lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Pamela Cook - April 24 at 05:00 PM

“

I have so many warm, funny memories of Dr. Steve. His laughter was infectious and I
will always cherish those memories I have of working with him. My heart breaks for
his wife and children. I'm sure you and Harley Bennett are up there enjoying target
shooting together again. You will be sorely missed by all!

Pamela Cook - April 24 at 04:59 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Prayers for all your family. Glad he shared your talented
family with the East band. Shelley Walker & family

Shelley Walker - April 24 at 04:44 PM

“

Loved this guy !! Always a prankster, best sense of humour ! He was the best ! So
missed Russ &Pam Hardin

Pam Hardin - April 24 at 04:29 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Stephen P. Champion M.D..

April 24 at 04:23 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Stephen P. Champion M.D..

April 24 at 03:58 PM

“

The very best of the best … funny, so very very smart about any subject, kind, and
so caring … I was your first patient who got to enjoy your care while on ROLLAR
SKATES! Too many funny stories to tell, but the best of the best of the ER docs in 27

years at CRH. Melanie, my heart breaks for you and the kids …. Praying God fills the
hole in your hearts with so many stories of cherished love …. With my deepest
sympathy, he will be sorely missed by all, Prayers to all
Rin Weddle - April 24 at 03:39 PM

“

Sandy Owen lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Sandy Owen - April 24 at 03:27 PM

“

He played with green slime one christmas as acting as it was from his nose!!! Gross,
lol
Farewell to you, and may you look down and laugh at us once and a while.... Sandy

Sandy Owen - April 24 at 03:13 PM

“

Thank you Dr. Champion for all you have done for the Emergency Medical Services
in the State of Indiana.

Tony Pagano - April 24 at 02:22 PM

“

Mike Shillings lit a candle in memory of Stephen P. Champion M.D.

Mike Shillings - April 24 at 02:11 PM

“

Sending sympathy & prayers to the family. Many memories from the OL days. May
he rest in peace.

Mike Shillings - April 24 at 02:10 PM

“

I’ve enjoyed reading these warm comments. The last time I talked with Steve he was
expressing his frustration that he couldn’t help out in the ED during this health crisis. Even
as he was working just to breathe he was still Thinking of others. You are always in my
heart Stephen P. Judy C. (Your wicked stepmother🥰🥰)
Judith Champion - April 25 at 10:42 AM

“

Melanie, I was saddened to read of Steve's passing. My memories of him are of the
exuberance and fun he always brought with him at DePauw and Operation Life! The other
memory is how very much in love with you he was! Too short of a life but in spite of that a
life well lived! Thinking of you and your family.
Rise Lubker Creasey
Rise Creasey - May 01 at 11:08 AM

